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Below is how this course is described in the SUNY Cortland 2003-2004 Undergraduate Catalog:

ENG 260: Literature of Sports
Philosophical, psychological, sociological ideas and problems associated with the growing
emphasis on sport in modern life.

Passing this course can also fulfill one of the categories of the Knowledge Base of SUNY
Cortland’s General Education Program, specifically the GE 6: Literature requirement. Courses
in the GE 6 category are meant to “treat literature from a broad range of sources through a
variety of critical approaches, covering, as appropriate, the following elements for each genre
being taught: plot, character, theme, style, imagery, structure, point of view, symbolism, tone,
setting and figures of speech” (Catalog 37). (2.7;3.5.2; 3.5.3; 3.5.1.4)

Based on the above stated objectives and purposes, this section of the course will therefore be a
survey of imaginative literature (i.e. fiction, drama and poetry) whose main topic is athletics (by
which I mean team or individual competitive sports) in the primary milieu of the contemporary
United States. (3.5.1; 3.5.2; 3.5.3; 3.5.1.4)

Credit earned from passing this course can also be applied to SUNY Cortland’s liberal arts and
sciences (LAS) degree requirements.
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The following objectives for GE 6 courses are stated in the college catalog and will thus be
considered primary objectives of this course:

1. Students will be able to express responses to literature analytically. (3.3.1)
2. Students will confront major human concerns as they are treated in literature. (34)

One emendation of these objectives in this course is that the “major human concerns”
mentioned in objective 2. will necessarily be for the most part the important role that sports
plays in contemporary life in the U.S. In addition, this course has the following secondary
objectives:

e to apply sound techniques for reading and analyzing literature (2.4; 3.3.2; 3.3.3)

e to use standard vocabulary and conventions for describing and responding to literature
(3.2.5)

e to write about literature effectively in Standard English (3.1.2; 3.2.1; 3.2.2; 3.4.1)

e to gain an appreciation of how different aspects of sports are represented in various
types of imaginative literature (2.2; 3.5.1)

This course will follow the specific policies on student attendance that are found in chapter
41013 and sections A. and C. of chapter 410.12 of the College Handbook.
(http:/ /www.cortland.edu/ president/handbook.pdf). That is, for each unexcused absence
beyond your third, the class participation portion of your final grade will be reduced by one-
third of a letter grade (see “Evaluation of Student Performance” below).

Attendance at each class meeting will be taken through the SynchronEyes class monitoring
system. At the beginning of every class, you must log into SynchronEyes for your attendance to
be counted for that day. The tabulation of attendance through SynchronEyes will be performed
early during each meeting, so tardiness of more than a few minutes after the official start time
of class without good reason will count as an unexcused absence. You must also remain logged
into SynchronEyes until you are dismissed from class; if you become disconnected from
SynchronEyes at any time during class, you must log back in.

Students in this course are expected to abide by the guidelines on academic dishonesty that are
found in chapter 340 of the SUNY Cortland College Handbook
(http:/ /www.cortland.edu/ president/handbook.pdf). As stated in these guidelines, any
instance of plagiarism, cheating on examinations or other forms of academic dishonesty will be
punished, most likely by the receipt of a failing grade for this course and possible dismissal
from the College.
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I expect all students in this course to do the following throughout the semester:

v

v
v

purchase all the necessary books and materials for this course (see “Required Texts and
Materials” above)

complete all of the assigned readings

retrieve and read your e-mail from me, and respond to and/or follow its directions as
required

check the course Web site a few times each week (ideally before each MWF meeting of the
class

read all of your peers’ postings to the WebCT Discussion Board (see “Evaluation of Student
Performance” below

respond to questions about your postings to the WebCT Discussion Board put to you by me
or by other students

treat me, the course and all other students in it with respect. The following are behaviors
that I would consider not to show the respect I require:

> talking excessively to other students during class; each instance will result in your
being asked to leave the class for that meeting and in a reduction of one-third of a letter
grade in the Course Participation portion of your final grade (see “Evaluation of Student
Performance” below)

» engaging in instant messaging or online chat on your computer; each instance will
result in your being locked out of your computer through SynchronEyes and in a
reduction of one-third of a letter grade in the Course Participation portion of your final
grade (see “Evaluation of Student Performance” below)

> engaging in text messaging on a mobile phone; each instance will result in your being
asked to leave the class for that meeting and in a reduction of one-third of a letter grade
in the Course Participation portion of your final grade (see “Evaluation of Student
Performance” below)

» visiting Web sites, using applications or doing any other work or activity not related
to what we are covering in class at the moment; each instance will result in either your
being locked out of your computer through SynchronEyes or your being asked to leave
the class for that meeting and in a reduction of one-third of a letter grade in the Course
Participation portion of your final grade (see “Evaluation of Student Performance”
below)

Stated simply, we both have a job to do: you to pass this course and I to help you do it. Let’s
work together so we can accomplish this with as few problems as possible for all of us.




There are four main requirements for the course on which you will be evaluated:

1. Satisfactory participation in daily “grill sessions”: At each class meeting for which a reading
has been assigned I will conduct a “grill session” in which I will ask students at random some
basic comprehension questions about the reading. A student must answer the question posed to
him or her satisfactorily, or I will record in my grade book his/her unsatisfactory answer. Each
student will lose one-third of a letter grade in the “course participation” portion of the final grade for each
unsatisfactory grill session answer beyond three. (3.7.2)

2. Satisfactory participation in online discussion board: On the WebCT Component to this
course, there is a an area that will serve as an online discussion board and I will require that all
students log in to the site on a regular basis and post messages on it. Specifically, I require that
each student make a minimum of one significant posting to the board per weekly posting period (these
will be indicated on the board). For instructions on how to use this board, see the tutorial I have
prepared for you which you can access by clicking on the “how to use the class discussion
board” link on the course Web page. For each weekly posting period that you fail to post to the
board, you will lose one-third of a letter grade in the “course participation” portion of the final
grade.

I expect all postings during a particular posting period to be based on both the readings
assigned and the class discussions held before and during that period. By “significant posting”
in the previous paragraph, I mean the following;:

o length: at least a couple of sentences

e type: postings can be general comments and responses about the readings or one reading
in particular, and these comments/responses can draw on virtually any relevant aspect
of the sports world in general or your experience in particular. You may also pose
questions about the readings and answer the questions of other students, and you may
also post replies to the postings of others. Whatever you post, make sure it is relevant to
the course and the works of literature we will be reading in the course.

I will monitor all discussions on the board and will join in the discussions only as appropriate. I
want this to be an important way you can share your own ideas about the works we are going
to read and thus maybe gain some further insight into them, insight that I hope will be valuable
to you when you do the essay examinations. But here is an important caveat: I will not accept
disrespectful behavior, e.g. demeaning comments, on the board, i.e. I expect you to be respectful
of other students and their opinions (any such posting that I deem inappropriate will not count
as a valid response for the posting period). Certainly feel free to express disagreement on
particular points with me or your fellow students, but do so in a decent and polite way. (On the
other hand, I will not accept postings that are simply statements of agreement, e.g. “I think
you're right”; it's O.K. to say this, but also say why specifically you agree, or disagree). (2.1; 3.4.1;
3.4.3; 3.6.3) Also, as noted above in “My Expectations,” I expect you to read all of your peers’
postings to the discussion board, and by doing so I hope you will know to avoid simply
repeating the substance of another student’s posting in your own.




3. Essay examinations: Three in-class essay examinations, including the Final Exam, will be
given in which I will ask you to write two short essays, and on each exam you will have a
choice of questions to which to respond. These questions will be based on class and online
discussions we will have had and will ask you essentially to respond intelligently and
analytically to the readings we have done. All the exams will also be open book, so feel free to bring
with you the readings that are the subject of the exams. (3.4.1)

I will use the following scale, which is based on the system described on p. 242 of the College
Catalog (http:/ /www.cortland.edu/catalog/index.html), to grade your exams (and I will do my
best to apply this scale objectively):

Grade Point Value Meaning
A+ 100 superior work; demonstrates understanding and effort that

far exceed expectations

A 97 excellent work

A- 92 very good work; a few minor problems

B+ 89 quite good work; some problems

B 87 good work

B- 82 mostly satisfactory work, though with significant
problems

C+ 79 satisfactory, though with some important problems

C 77 passing, though with major problems

C- 72 minimally passing; only most basic fulfillment of

the objectives of the course
D+ - D- 69-65 barely passing; very significant problems

E 0 failing
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Since you will write two essays per each exam, you will receive two grades on the exams. Here
is the scale I will use to convert the grades I give you on each essay into a numerical score for
the entire exam:

higher second numerical

grade grade value
A+ A+ 100
A+ A 98.5
A+ A- 96
A+ B+ 94.5
A+ B 93.5
A+ B- 91
A+ C+ 89.5
A+ C 88.5
A+ C- 86
A+ D+ 84.5
A+ D 83.5
A+ D- 82.5
A A 97
A A- 94.5
A B+ 93
A B 92
A B- 89.5
A C+ 88
A C 87
A C- 84.5
A D+ 83
A D 82
A D- 81
A- A- 92
A- B+ 90.5
A- B 89.5
A- B- 87
A- C+ 85.5
A- C 84.5
A- C- 82
A- D+ 80.5
A- D 79.5
A- D- 78.5
B+ B+ 89
B+ B 88
B+ B- 85.5
B+ C+ 84
B+ C 83
B+ C- 80.5

higher second numerical
grade grade value

B+ D+ 79
B+ D 78
B+ D- 77
B B 87
B B- 84.5
B C+ 83
B C 82
B C- 79.5
B D+ 78
B D 77
B D- 76
B- B- 82
B- C+ 80.5
B- C 79.5
B- C- 77
B- D+ 75.5
B- D 74.5
B- D- 73.5
C+ C+ 79
C+ C 78
C+ C- 77
C+ D+ 74
C+ D 73
C+ D- 72

C C 77
C C- 74.5
C D+ 73
C D 72
C D- 71
C- C- 72
C- D+ 70.5
C- D 69.5
C- D- 68.5
D+ D+ 69
D+ D 68
D+ D- 67
D D 67
D D- 66
D




Here then is a breakdown of the relative importance of each of the above requirements toward
the determination your final grade for the course:

S 4O 75% (i.e. each is 25%)
class participation (includes attendance, respect for the class, grill session participation and
participation in online discussion board; see the relevant sections above*) ..25%

*Reference has been made in the preceding sections to reductions of this portion of the final
grade by “one-third of a letter grade.” This refers to the plus, neutral and minus division of each
letter grade in the College grading system; a reduction of one-third of a grade of A+ isan A, a
reduction of one-third of grade of A is an A-, a reduction of one-third of a grade of A-is a B+,
and so on.

Here is an outline of the major topics and events of this course:

Short stories about sports
Exam One

Novels about sports
Exam Two

Plays about sports
Poems about sports

Final Exam
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The specific dates for the exams and information on the specific readings that you must
complete before each class meeting are given on the Calendar section of the WebCT Component
of the course.
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