sample CPN 100/102 assignment: essay
comparing two reading sources

Writing Assignment
CPN 100, section 048

Drawing Comparisons Between
Two Reading Sources

Develop a comparison/contrast essay using two
reading sources, for instance, “TV Addiction” by
Marie Winn and “The Trouble with Television” by
Robert MacNeil. Develop your own point of view
about the subjects you are comparing, moving
beyond comparison/contrast for the sake of
comparing and contrasting. Find your purpose by
determining what the comparison represents,
reveals or demonstrates (Kennedy 184). Use the
questions on page 184 to help create a richer
rhetorical situatiomn, one that will convey your
meaning and your purpose, NOT the purpose of the
Sources you are using. Your thesis should
illustrate your reason for comparing and
contrasting the two sources. Be sure to isolate
your points of comparison during prewriting;
make them clear to your reader and make sure
they support your thesis. Use the checklist in
the Cortland Composition Handbook.
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The T.V.: America’s Easy Way Out

Although many people don’t realize it, M
television is a very powerful object. As people’s
lives become more complex, television seems to
take that complexity and simplify it so that it
hardly seems important anymore. It is easy to
become “addicted” to television. It provides
constant entertainment and all the viewer has to
do is watch. As many heavy viewers will attest,
it is very hard to stop watching once you are
“hooked.” Both Robert MacNeil, author of *The
Trouble with Television,” and Marie Winn, author
of “Television Addiction,” agree that television
is powerful enough to take control of a person’s
life. Both authors also agree that it doesn’'t
take much effort to sit on a couch in front of a
television set and allow it to consume your
attention.

MacNeil stresses how television programmers 1”2
try to appeal to people’s short attention span by
showing short clips of action and excitement
(233). People get instant gratification from the
television with no applied effort. Winn takes her
arguments as far as to compare television
addiction to a drug or alcohol addiction. She
tells of how the television provides pleasure to
people by satisfying their craving for
entertainment (237). People can’t stop watching
because they have an addiction to television and
they don’'t feel “normal” until they have gotten
their “fill” of television viewing. Both authors
agree that television is an easy way for people
to entertain themselves without applying much

effort. People just need to “zone out” and allow

essay heading: does not
include instructor’s name
(according to portfolio
guidelines)

essay title: uses key terms
to clarify the purpose
« and focus of the essay

opening strategy:
writer uses analogy

writer supplies background
information on source,
including author and title

brief indication of
writer’s thesis

coherence: writer repeats key
idea effectively by citing source

writer compares both sources,
unifying around a key idea
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source material smoothly
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television to take over their minds so they can
escape the complexities of life.

Next, MacNeil states that the problem with
television is that it discourages concentration
(232). If a person wants to do something rewarding
Or comnstructive, he or she needs to apply some
effort to it. Television, however, encourages
people to apply no effort: “It sells us instant
gratification. It diverts us only to divert, to
make the time pass without pain” (MacNeil 233).
MacNeil also compares television to a narcotic
that “forces us to follow its lead” (233).
According to MacNeil, programmers fear losing
viewers’ attention; so they keep everything brief,
“[in order] not to strain the attention of anyone
but instead to provide constant stimulation”
(233). He also criticizes the news, claiming that
it just tries to keep people’s attention by
providing entertaining clips, a technique which
“results in inefficient communication” (232).

MacNeil talks about the assumptions of
television: that complexity must be avoided,
"that visual stimulation is a substitute for
thought, that verbal Precision is an anachronism”
(234) . MacNeil also goes on to talk about the
high illiteracy rate in this country, which he
feels television contributes to (234). He states
that everything in this country is becoming more
complex, yet “its dominating communications
instrument, its principal form of national
linkage, is one that sells neat resolutions”
(234) . MacNeil tries to convince the reader that
television has taken over people’s lives. This is
evident when he asks the question, “When before
in human history has so much humanity
collectively surrendered so much of its leisure
to one toy, one mass diversion? When before has
virtually an entire nation surrendered itself
wholesale to a medium for selling?~ (234) .







