Sample CPN 100 and CPN 102 Assignment:

Essay Responding to Two Sources

Writing Assignment
CPN 100, section 302

Responding to Two Reading Sources

After reading Neil Postman’'s essay "Engaging
Students in the Great Conversation” and the
1 Allan Bloom essay “"Music,” write your own essay
in which you agree or disagree with the position

put forth by these men. Consider vour own
experience of music and how it corresponds to or
contradicts Bloom’s and Postman's main points
about the effects of popular music. Engage these
men, and with your own powerful voice, converse
with them.
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Matthew J.
CPN 100,
Professor Walsh
3 October 1996

Williams

section 301

Who Are You to Judge?
A Conversation with Two Pompous Academics

Shakespeare once said,
that

himself, /Nor is not mov’'d with concoured of sweet

in The Merchant of

venice

*the man that hath no music in

sounds, / Is fit for treasons, stratagems and
spolls.” Upon concluding Allan Bloom's essay
"Music” and Neil Postman's essay "Engaging
Students in the Great Conversation,* I sat in
total disheartenment. Bloom and Postman seem to
have forgotten what music is all about--the

S50,
picked out a Bob Marley tape and stuck it

in my Walkman.

expression of one’s soul. I opened up my desk

drawer,
I then had a mild epiphany and
realized that these gentlemen’'s opinions were not
only pigheaded, but alsc downright errcneous.
Both men take an annoyingly pompous position in

I was highly irritated by this “I-
am-better-than-thou" attitude.

thelir essays.
T have a liking
for a wide range of music, from Gregorian Chant
to common “Hip-Hop.* I get
men think that I should be
liking the former and sent

latter.

the feeling that these
canonized a saint for
to hell for liking the
I find a lot about the Bloom and Postman
essay to be wrong: their tone; their disapproval
of the media (particularly television) and the
their belief that the current
generation no longer listens to classical music;
their belief that young pecple lack culture; and

Bloom’'s belief that modern musgic is pretty much

educational system;

Jjust foreplay for intercourse.
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essay title: uses key terms
to clarify the purpose and
focus of the essay

writer supplies background
information on source,
mcluding author and title

writer strongly identifies his
purpose

thesis: writer formulates
an ordered list of points
to develop in the body
of the essay
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writer begins his response 1e Tone shows what a person thinks of himself or
developing around the first herself. Both Bloom and Postman take on an overly
berm in his thesis pompous, elitist tone, which tells me that
neither man cares about being open-minded. All
they care about is their own opinions on music. I
tend to respect people when they take a calmer,
double-sided approach to subjects. Bloom and
Postman deride modern music without offering any
: positive remarks. Perhaps they irked me so much
;' that I heard nothing. Not to use a double

| standard myself, I shall say that Bloom makes one

E' good point, saying "the music of the new votaries

?1 ... knows neither class nor nation® (132), a
%? sentiment which is completely true. Bloom fails
. . E% to realize that his {and many others’') stuffy

;T:::; Etﬁ?:;ﬂth;;i : attitude about classical music is why modern rock
sources warrant criticism 2 took such a strong hold. Bloom's usage of out-

%ﬂ dated wvocabulary shows his pompous attitude.

f; 13 Both Bloom and Postman want to blame the media

'ﬂ and the education system for the rise of popular

iE music. They both believe that the television

5 industry promotes only contemporary music and that

our education system fails to provide culture for

writer uses a transition . . .
" us. For instance Postman, speaking of classical

repeating the second key idea
from thesis to create unity
and coherence : voices and render their standards invisible” (2).

But what would Thanksgiving be without the

T o T |y

composers, states, "Television tries to mute their

e
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National Broadcasting System's airing of "The
Sound of Music*? Is our common musical not a great
form of art? I have also seen such highly revered
Films as "Amadeus.,"” a show depicting Wolfgang

. . Amadeus Mozart's life, on national television. Yet
writer responds vigorously
and specifically to

both sources’ ideas ;_ and channels such as MTV are Lucifer himself.

BEloom and Postman insinuate that television is bad

They are so opinionated that they fail to mention
such stations as PBS, A&E, or the Discovery
Channel. How can they possibly write such comments

about television and not even mention channels

34



Sample CPN 100 and CPN 102 Essay:

Responding to Two Sources

Williams 3

such as these?. It seems to me that both men were
so busy writing their essays that they didn’t even
bother to examine that evening'’'s television
programming. Moreover, Bloom and Postman feel that
the educational system fails to teach students
“the products of classical art form” (Postman 3).
Apparently neither man has been to a high school

' chorus or band concert lately. I guess Postman has %
an excuse with his belief that schools hold only

Wy rih LY

rock concerts, but this still leaves Bloom's

absence unexcusable. Perhaps my Upstate New York
high school was different from its counterparts

across the nation in teaching students the fine

arts (though I doubt it). In chorus, with

approximately 150 members out of 400 high school writer uses examples

to develop his

purposeful response

students, we sang pieces ranging from fugues to
the Barogue Period, Mozart's "Alleluia,” and a

I medley of Simon and Garfunkel's greatest hits. In
i band we played Handel's "Water Music,” a medley of
| Andrew Lloyd Webber‘'s “Phantom of the Opera,” and
even songs that my band director had written

T R R MR e e

himself. A minimum of two years of the fine arts,
with a passing grade, was required to graduate at
| my school. All the programs offered exposed us to

a

our rich historical past so that it would never be

| 5
forgotten. Yet it has taught us that popular music %
| is important teoo. ﬁ
Postman’s tone makes me believe that he would 4 %
r m 3 '
agree with Blcom's statement that “classical i W”HWfﬂﬂ“””ﬁj“5”ﬁﬁmﬁf
music is dead among the young." Both authors i developing arnu{::i '*f“" ﬂur!:i
, . : termt in his thesis
feel that only a small number, if any, of this
generation listens to classical music (132). 2
Wrong. I was walking down the hall to a friend’s writer synthesizes
room the other day when I heard Mozart blaring a sources, mixing quotation
- - : _ and paraphrase
from behind his door. I was a tad bit surprised,
but I didn't have a heart attack. I enjoy -
listening to and performing classical music, as v
well as popular music. I hate to inform these -
B RS T T, [ B R SR R
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gentlemen, but I am not the only one. Most of my !
friends share this attitude with me. Also, these
men have obwviously never listened to musical
groups such as Enigma, who use Gregorian Chant in
their up-beat music. I cannot lie, Enigma is who
got me listening to chant. A modern group got me
hooked on millennium old songs. Go figure.

15 Bloom and Postman also seem to think that our
society no longer provides us with the culture
we need. These assumptions make us young readers
feel like commoners, who are not classy enough to
fit the classical mold. These men seem to be
saying that we are reverting to barbarism, like

wr!fﬁfﬂﬂffﬂH{*SfIfS FESWHEE thE Children in Lﬂrd ':lf t.he FliE‘E; and that thE.‘
developing around the fourth world is going to hell because we no longer
term in his thesis : diligently listen to Mozart or Bach. These men

are overlooking the fact that society did not
always embrace the artists of classical music.
Numerous Mozart operas were canceled due to their
content.

16 Finally, there is Postman’'s belief that modern
music is just setting the stage for sex. I beg
to differ with Mr. Bloom about his statement

writer continues his response that *"yvoung people know that rock has the beat

developing around the fifth of sexual intercourse®(136). When I listen to
term in his thesis rock musiec, I do not sit there the whole time
- having wet dreams. I listen to music for the

musicalness and meaning of that particular

= T

artist's soul, not because it is a turn on. I am
@ sure that Fred Small was not talking about sex

fr

when he wrote "“The Peace Dragon.” Perhaps Mr.
Bloom is sexually aroused when he listens to ,
rock music. If this is so, then why doesn’t he

just admit these feelings, instead of blaming

el

them on young people?
w Postman and Bloom don't like popular music,

80 they find fault in it. These men present a one-

Eas
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