CPN 101 and CPN 103 Checklist:

Synthesis Essay

1. Synthesis Essay
The writer synthesizes separate units or bits of information from two or more

reading sources to produce an essay appropriate for a specific audience and purpose.

Rhetorical Purpose
. states a thesis that illuminates a significant subject and presents the writer’s
conclusion regarding the relevant points among the sources
. assimilates assorted facts and ideas into a coherent body of information

Attention to Audience
. provides necessary background information on topic/controversy
M supplies background information on sources, including authors and titles
. distinguishes personal ideas from those of the sources

(J tailors diction and sentence structure to audience and purpose

Use of Source Material
J supplies necessary documentation in MLA or APA format
. includes appropriate amount of summary, paraphrase, and/or quotation

Jd weaves in source material smoothly

Structure of Essay
. contains identifiable thesis
. uses logical organization
. provides transitions between and within paragraphs
J creates effective closure

Conventions
J uses appropriate punctuation
J follows standard usage
J uses correct spelling
' maintains manuscript conventions
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Sample CPN 101 and CPN 103 Assignment:

Synthesis Essay

Writing Assignment
CEN 101, Fall 2006

Essay #2 (Synthesis)

Develop a synthesis essay that explores the
topic. of wilderness and natural resources in
America and that provides a narrowed focus on
information and ideas from the following source

essays:

a. “The Web of Life” by Fritijof Capra
b. "Save the Whales, Screw the Shrimp” by Joy
Williams

c. "Touching the Earth” by bell hooks

Since your audience is the academic
community, tailor your diction accordingly.
aAssume that your readers have Dot read the above

articles and essays.

The Process of Synthesis
In this essay, you need to summarize

essential information drawn form your sources.
But, more than a summary of a series of essays,
your essay needs, in the words of The Cortland
Composition Handbook, to “explain clearly,
accurately, and thoroughly to your readers how
each writer develops his or her wviews on your
thesis and each of its subtopics.” You need to
methodically assimilate and blend together
(synthesize) information from these sources to

Support your theme and the common points that

you develop in a coherent and organized fashion.
Use signal phrases (lead-ins) whenever

possible to announce source material. After you

bring in any source material—whether SUMMary,







