CPN 101 and CPN 103 Checklist:

Synthesis Essay

1. Synthesis Essay
The writer synthesizes separate units or bits of information from two or more

reading sources to produce an essay appropriate for a specific audience and purpose.

Rhetorical Purpose
. states a thesis that illuminates a significant subject and presents the writer’s
conclusion regarding the relevant points among the sources
. assimilates assorted facts and ideas into a coherent body of information

Attention to Audience
. provides necessary background information on topic/controversy
M supplies background information on sources, including authors and titles
. distinguishes personal ideas from those of the sources

(J tailors diction and sentence structure to audience and purpose

Use of Source Material
J supplies necessary documentation in MLA or APA format
. includes appropriate amount of summary, paraphrase, and/or quotation

Jd weaves in source material smoothly

Structure of Essay
. contains identifiable thesis
. uses logical organization
. provides transitions between and within paragraphs
J creates effective closure

Conventions
J uses appropriate punctuation
J follows standard usage
J uses correct spelling
' maintains manuscript conventions
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Sample CPN 101 and CPN 103:

Synthesis Essay

Writing Assignment
CPN 101 and CEN 103
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For this essay, you are going to produce a

unified treatment of three articles we have read
so far in class, including both "“Voice of the f
Cabal” and “Azzam the American.” i
We have built the essay up through two in-
class assignments, the first a response to %
either “Joiner"” or “Gothamitis,” and the second %
which involved a rooting of the prejudice or
perspective of the first in-class piece in a
pivotal experience in our personal lives that
made us feel the way we did about the article.
Now we are going to extend our discussion of

“Joiner” or "“Gothamitis” into "“Cabal” and

“Azzam”—producing a piece of unified intention
that makes significant sense of all three.
This essay must be at least 4 pages long.

Due: Tuesday, Feb 6.
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