01/103 assignment:

Writing Assignment
CPN 101, section 034

Synthesis Essay

The primary goal of the Expository Synthesis
essay 1s to summarize the essential information
from several related academic sources. You will
need to synthesize the views of three to four
authors on a specific controversial issue. But
by no means should your essay be organized as a
geries of summaries of related articles. Your
task is to explain clearly, accurately, and
thoroughly to your audience how esach writer
develops his or her views on your thesis and
each of its subtopics. Here is an example of a
series of subtopics:

Different views on the rising homeless
population

a. views on who these homeless are

b. views on the deeper societal causes for

homelessness

¢. views on how this crisis can best be

solved,
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essay title: uses key terms

to clarify the purpose and focus
of the essay

New Views on the Homelegs Crisis

Imagine how it feels to be wandering the b
astreets on a cold day in January somewhere in
New York City, meandering aimlessly in gsearch of

warmth and food. These are the daily struggles
opening strategy: writer

endured by thousands of people all across B ¢ A
\ . engages audience with
America. Because homelessness ig such a . .-
T description
widespread problem in the United States today, 1t g

is more than likely that most of us will be
affected by it in some way eventually. The
problem of homelessness is one of the most urgent
and complex domestic problems that we must deal
with, ironically, here in the United States, the
richest nation in the world. All Americans need

to become informed about this important problem

so that they can understand all sides of the

issue and take steps to help solve the problem.
There is no clear-cut way to define 12

homelessness: however, there are many different

views on who make up the homeless population

today. Scott Shuger presents some statistical

evidence on the homeless in his essay, “Who Are

the Homeless?” He reports that one third are

writer supplies purposeful
background information on first
source, including author

and title

subgtance abusers, another third are mentally
i11l, and the rest are classified as “other.” He

goes on to explain his interpretations of the
“others,” saying that they have a “. . . twisted
sense of pride--a sense of personal specialness
tweaked so ridiculously high that anything--even
sleeping outside and begging for food—-is wviewed
as better than forms of compromige that you and
T would readily accept” (246-7). In other words,
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Moreover, he believes that this woman’s case is
a “representative one” because it exemplifies
how every case has its own unique particulars
(248-57) . Shuger and Awalt both attempt to
define who the homeless are, although their
views are quite different. Marin’s angle of
approach, however, is very different. He does
not try to define the homeless because he claims
that there is no way to do so.

Determining the cause of homelessness is 1P

almost as hard as defining who the homeless are. transition: writer refers to her
purpose to link major

There are multiple answers to the question, "What .
sections of the essay

causes homelessness?" Shuger claims that the
limitations of jobs and housing are big factors
underlying homelessness. However, he also claims
that there are other factors involved as well. He
notes that low-income households can be left
homeless due to the ”"glightest misstep or

‘misfortune—-a temporary layoff, a large medical

bill, a divorce” (232). He also states that the

reason many homeless people are on the streets 1is

because of drug/alcohol addictions and/or mental

illnesses (245). While Shuger blames these

problems for causing homelessness, Awalt blames writer synthesizes sources
the homeless themselves: “Unless the homeless are effectively
willing to help themselves, there is nothing

anyone else can do” (262). He claims they are on

the streets because they want to be, because they

would rather not meet the daily responsibilities

that the rest of our society must deal with. In

other words, he contends that it is the sheer

laziness of these people that causes them to live
writer continues to synthesize

in the conditions that they accept. Along the ;
sources effectively

same lines as Shuger, Marin concludes that
homelessness is a cycle that “carries people in
and out of homelessness,” a cycle which can be
triggered by a number of different circumstances
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(249) . He claims that this recurrent problem
begins with low-paying jobs. Once these low-
income families come across a financial or other
type of problem, they must resort to the
streets. Race, Marin stresses, also ties into
the problem (249). As he explains, people of
different races tend, unfairly, to occupy
certain professions or positions and this racism
directly affects their financial stability. There
is also the factor of education. People of
different ethnicities receive different levels of
education in many cases. It is this factor that
may limit their ability to obtain a higher
paving job, or a job with a higher level of
stability, which could greatly reduce their
chances of ending up on the streets.

Once these people are on the streetg, there is
little hope for them returning to a regular
lifestyle. Fach author also has his own
explanation for this phenomenon. Because Shuger
recognizes three different types of homeless
people, he concludes that there are three
different outcomes. The drug/alcohol abusers, he
says, will fall back on these addictions in order
to hide from their realities. Few of them will be
willing to overcome their addictions fpr fear of
facing reality. Whatever money they do happen to
make will support their habits. He further claims
that the mentally ill portion of the homeless
cannot lead normal lives unless they are treated,
which cannot occur without regular visits to a
psychiatrist, which cannot take place without
money. As for the rest, what he calls the x-
factor, he states, “They aren’'t likely to be
people for whom jobs and housing alone would be
the answer, either. Once a man decides to eat

only caviar, he will turn down bread as fervently

as an ordinary man turns down poison” (247).
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On the other hand, Awalt, a conservative, w
overlooks the effects that homelessness has on
the victims. Instead, he looks at the effects it
has on society. He argues that the homeless
“have become a danger to public safety” (260) for
many reasons. One is their constant begging,
soliciting, and loitering. This behavior
intimidates many people, especially middle-class
conservatives like Awalt. But what he stresses
even more is that they have created a sub-culture
in which people lack self-reliance or any sense
of responsibility. He claims, “They enjoy the
freedom and consider begging a minor
inconvenience. The sophisticated among them have
learned to use the system for what it’s worth and
figure that a trip through the welfare line is
less trouble than a steady job” (261).

In contrast to the conservative view of Awalt, {8
Marin’'s view is similar to Shuger’s, in that
Marin is also convinced that homelessness is a
“trap.” He says that homelessness is a vicious
cycle in which the victims have no hope. His case
study exemplifies this. The welfare payments
provided are insufficient in supporting people
who are really trying to get their lives together
again. However, 1if these people get jobs to
supplement the money given to them by the
government, their welfare payments will be taken
away. As he explains, “That means that for every
dollar you make you lose a dollar; you’'re left,
always, in the same sorry predicament” (250).
According to Marin, by following the policies
that hold today, there is no way out of this
cycle.

The question that remains is what can 19
Americans do about this problem? Many ideas have
been proposed, such as making education, drug and

alcohol rehabilitation, treatment for the

writer uses effective
introductions to citations

writer synthesizes
sources effectively

concluding strategy: calling
for awareness and action
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mentally ill, and job-training programs more
available to the homeless. Specifically, more
financial support is needed to back these
programs. However, some taxpavers are angered by
these suggestions. They feel that their tax
dollars should not go to support a hopeless
cause. Yet, if Americans made more of an effort
to learn all aspects of an all sides of this
complex issue, they would be more willing and
able to help the homeless become self-reliant
through adequate support systems. Then

homelessness would not be such a hopeless cause.







